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“A good theory is one that holds together long enough to get you to a better
theory.”
D.O. Hebb®

‘The greatest handicap of applied psychology has been the fact that, without proper
theoretical help, it had to follow the costly, inefficient, and limited method of trial and
error [...]...there is nothing so practical as a good theory’

Kurt Lewin®

"To lead the people, walk behind them."
Leo-tzu, Philosopher and founder of Taoism

"The company's goal, is to determine precisely the amount of management it needs --

and then use a little bit less"

Shona Brown, Google's senior vice president for business operations®

"Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication”

Jack Trout®
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8 Hebb, D.O. (1969). Hebb on hocus-pocus: a conversation with Elizabeth Hall. Psychology Today,

3(6), pp. 20-28. p. 21

% Lewin, K (1943/4): "Problems of research in social psychology". Edited by D
Cartwright (1952): Field Theory in Social Science. Social Science Paperbacks:
London. p.169

SFortune': October 2, 2006
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"We' is said in many ways. We may be thee an me. We may be all that talks or
all that move, all that mind or all that matters. Since these boundaries are elastic,
we have a task of demarcation: telling who or what we are, distinguishing
ourselves from the other sorts of objects or organisms we find in our world. [...]
For what we are is made as much as found, decided as well as discovered. The
sort of thing we are depends, in part, on what we take ourselves to be. One
characteristics way we develop and make ourselves to what we are is by
expressing, exploring and clarifying our understanding of what we are. Arbitrary
distinctions of biology, geography, culture or preference can be and have been
seized on to enforce and make intelligible the crucial distinction between us and
them (or it). But philosophical thought is coeval with the impulse to understand
ourselves according to a more principled, less parochial story — and so to be more

principal, less parochial sort of being."
p. 3
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